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Happy New Year everyone!  

I hope you all had a very happy Christmas and indulged your-
self in Christmas treats of good food and drink, family, friends, 
love and laughter. Not everyone was able to be with family 
again this year and even if you could gather with some family 
members or friends, there were others that were missing due to 
distance, age, circumstances and this curse of COVID! Regard-
less, I hope you had time to relax and do some things just for 
“you” that brought you pleasure and a break from the usual rou-
tine of your lives. The lead-up to Christmas Eve is full of antici-
pation and excitement not to mention “busyness” – we deco-
rate, and bake and buy and plan…we want everything to be 
perfect for those we love and we often exhaust ourselves in the 
process. Suddenly we arrive at Christmas Eve…the “magic” 
and wonder of that Holy Night…the feeling of excitement, joy 
tinged perhaps with sadness and the blessed relief of peace.  

The knowledge that we come to every year, and greet with sur-
prise, that Christmas is more than the gifts under the tree and 
the tables and larders laden with food – it is indeed about giving 
and receiving, but not the gaily wrapped packages and bulging 
stockings – it’s about being present, willing and eager to receive 
the most precious gift of all and in turn going forth and freely 
giving the multitude of love that gift represents. 
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I am about to dismantle all of the colourful decorations that have 
graced my home for the past six weeks and my house will seem 
very empty and even a little sad without them. They have 
brought me great pleasure and peace and I will feel the loss 
when they begin to disappear into their boxes for another year. 
But the wonderful thing about Christmas is ….it comes again, 
and again and again… and it continues to live in our hearts and 
in our lives (if we let it) all year round. Every year I think that 
Christmas changes me just a little bit – it touches me just a little 
deeper – it opens my heart just a little bit more – and it inspires 
me to keep trying, to keep dreaming, to keep hoping and most 
importantly to keep believing. I will never lose the child like 
sense of wonder, the sheer joy, and yes the “magic” that 
Christmas brings into my life…and I am grateful for that. 

As I begin to haul up the boxes and start to dismantle and pack 
I am reminded that Christmas is “messy”…it requires work… it 
changes things. Maybe Christmas has changed some things in 
your life this year. Maybe you have helped heal some hurts, 
opened your heart and your home to someone who might 
have been alone, …maybe you have forgiven or been forgiv-
en, maybe you have been granted a second chance at love 
…or welcomed a new life into your home and your heart. Or 
maybe Christmas has been tinged with loss, loneliness and 
despair and you have felt little joy. Christmas can be a time, 
for many, that brings more darkness than light…yes, Christ-
mas can be “messy”. 

Every time I have instigated a major change in my life there 
has been a period of “messiness”. A move from one home to 
another…the end of a relationship…the beginning of a new 
job…the introduction of a new pet into my home, heart and 
life! Even having children can be “messy” as wonderful as 

they are. Renovations can certainly be “messy” and changes in 
your health and wellbeing, both good and not so good, can be 
“messy”. 
Christmas, for me, is certainly worth the “mess” and amidst that 
colourful clutter and confusion I often find unexpected trea-
sures. Long forgotten memories and opportunities to share 
those memories with those I love and hold dear. Every year, for 
a brief period of time, Christmas brings a certain clarity into my 
life – suddenly my life makes sense, if only for a while and It 
makes me appreciate what I have and reinforces what is truly 
important in my life. 

  �2



 JANUARY 6, 2022

Life would be pretty boring without a little “mess” from time to 
time wouldn’t it? How you/we handle the “messes” in my/our 
lives says a lot about us. It says a lot about our character and 
our resilience and yes, it says a lot about our faith. We create 
the beauty of Christmas in our homes out of the mess of pack-
ing material and a myriad of boxes…then bring order back into 
our lives by banishing the clutter after we dismantle and banish 
the festive trappings. I had a flight of fantasy when I unpacked 
this year…wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could preserve all the 
love, joy, memories, hope and faith in a box that we could open 
throughout the year when life got “messy” and we needed a 
shot of Christmas – a Christmas pick-me-up!  A Christmas box 
that was available to us whenever we needed the comfort and 
the peace of Christmas – a way to keep Christmas as a tangible 
reminder when we were starting to forget what our Advent jour-
ney is all about and where it is leading. 

The following is an excerpt from Cindi McMenamin, a national 
speaker and award-winning writer who helps women find 
strength for the soul. She is the best-selling author of When 
Women Walk Alone (more than 120,000 copies sold) and a 
dozen other books including When a Woman Overcomes Life's 
Hurts, and her newest release, When God Sees Your Tears, 
upon which this article is based. 
[beginning of quote] “….But I've learned that most of the time 
that trouble comes, God wants to sharpen us, mold us, and 
transform us into something greater. He wants us to see a side 
of himself that we haven't yet seen. And he wants others to see 
the amazing things he can do in our lives when we trust him 
with the mess. So we might as well respond the way he desires 
so we can get out of the mess, don't you think? As I was writing 
my newest book, When God Sees Your Tears, I realized there's 
lots of reasons to trust God when life takes a turn for the worse. 
The alternative to trust is stress. And stress kills, literally. So 
save your health, pass the test, and please God by trusting him 
in the middle of the mess. Here are seven reasons to trust God 
with your tears and not stress when you're in the middle of the 
mess: 
1. God is more compassionate than you realize.  
Psalm 56:8 tells us that God not only sees our tears, he col-
lects them. That means my hurt and yours is more precious to 
him than we can imagine. That kind of response from him 
means he's trustworthy to work our situation out for our best. 
2. Your situation didn't take God by surprise. 
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Just because it caught you off guard, doesn't mean that God 
was clueless, too. Psalm 139 tells us that God is familiar with all 
our ways - where we've been, what we're doing now, and where 
we're going. Before there is a word on our tongues, he knows it 
completely. So, trust what he already knows. True faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen 
(Hebrews 12:1). So exercise true faith by being assured and 
convinced that God is in absolute control. 
3. God is much more capable of managing your life than 
you are.  
We often believe we have the best solutions to our problems. In 
fact, there are times I've found myself suggesting to God what 
he ought to do in my particular situation. But Isaiah 55:8-9 as-
sures us that his ways are higher than our ways, meaning his 
method and his timing in how he chooses to do things are so 
much better than ours. He is God and I am not. And that just 
might be what he's trying to show you and me in the struggle 
we're struggling to fix. So, plain and simple, give it to him. He 
can handle it. 
4. God can, at any time, clear up the mess. So wait for his 
timing and learn all he wants you to learn in the moment.  
Romans 8:28 assures us that "God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to his purpose." But the next verse tells 
us how God works things for good in our lives: "For those whom 
he foreknew, he also predestined to become conformed to the 
image of his Son...." There it is. God wants us to become more 
like his Son through our struggles. So be teachable. Be open to 
what he wants you to learn. And be moldable. You - and your 
heart - might be the one reason God has not yet fixed the situa-
tion. 
5. God is incapable of misunderstanding, mismanagement, 
or mistakes.  
Deuteronomy 32:4 says "his works are perfect, and all his ways 
are just." That means God doesn't get it wrong. Ever. You and I, 
on the other hand, are fully capable of making an even greater 
mess of things. Quit your meddling and let him work his miracle. 
6. God already has the problem solved.  
Often we are looking for a certain resolution, before we will con-
sider our problem fixed. But God looks to the details of our in-
tentions and our very hearts. It's possible the problem still exists 
because he's working on something inside you right now, and 
then he'll take care of the exterior situation. 

  �4

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+139
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=heb+12:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+55:8-9
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+8:28
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=de+32:4


 JANUARY 6, 2022

7. A messy situation is one of the primary ways God awak-
ens our need for him, grows our dependence on him, 
shapes our character, and draws us closer to himself.  
Life consists of messes. They are not always because you've 
done something wrong. Sometimes they just happen. And often 
he allows it because he wants to draw us into a deeper depen-
dence on him and show us a new side of himself. Those are the 
things that make our messes meaningful - they draw us closer 
to our Savior. I love how James 1:2-3 tells us to "consider it all 
joy" when we encounter various trials, knowing the testing of 
our faith produces endurance. "And let endurance have its per-
fect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing" (verse 4). 
God can be trusted. And he wants you to know that. Lean into 
him during this time and you will know what it means to "find 
meaning in the mess." [end of quote] 

As I begin the often daunting task of dismantling Christmas I will 
craft for myself a “messy prayer” – it won’t be eloquent or strung 
together like pearls on a string – it will be bits and pieces of 
things I want to take to God out of my Christmas experience 
and my hopes for a new and better year. It will be filled with 
thanks and gratitude, but it will also ask for forgiveness and un-
derstanding for myself and for others, it will ask for health and 
happiness for those I love and care for, it will ask for release 
from suffering for those I know and those I don’t know, it will 
take me on a journey through time and once more I will relive 
moments from my life that I may now want to bring to God – it 
will be in every way a “messy prayer”. But it will be my prayer…
it will be my conversation with God as I pack away Christmas 
2021 in anticipation of Christmas 2022. Bringing God into the 
“mess” of my aftermath of Christmas and into the “mess” of my 
not always tidy life…is letting God into my life…making him part 
of my “mess” so that together we can tidy things up and get off 
on a more orderly path.   

I wish you all a happy, healthy and prosperous 2022 and I wish 
you a little “Holy Mess” along the way!  
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By the time you get this you will have received a message from 
the Wardens that Sunday “in person” worship has been 
suspend for the month of January due to the rising num-
bers in COVID cases. There will however be a live stream of 
the 11 a.m. service for all of those Sundays. This was not a de-
cision taken lightly but in consultation with Wardens, Ministerial 
and Vestry. The office will remain open as usual and Fr. Michael 
and myself will also be keeping regular office hours should any 
of you wish to talk or there is a need for pastoral care. Together 
we will get through this and together we will be stronger for it. In 
this last little while I have seen so many examples of how Im-
manuel pulls together when there is a need and what an amaz-
ing group of volunteers we are blessed with. This is just a little 
bump in the road but what is paramount is the safety and well 
being of all our parishioners and we do not want to be putting 
anyone in harms way.  We hope and pray that this will be of 
very short duration and that soon we will be together again in 
person. We, the Ministerial, continue to hold all of you in prayer 
and please do not hesitate to reach out to any one of us if you 
feel the need for prayer or conversation.   

Touch me, O Lord, and fill me with your light and your 
hope. ... Dear God, please give me strength when I am 
weak, love when I feel forsaken, courage when I am afraid, 
wisdom when I feel foolish, comfort when I am alone, hope 
when I feel rejected, and peace when I am in turmoil. Amen. 

BIBLE STUDY AND SENIORS COFFEE 

Bible Study has ended for this session. There will be one “pick 
up” class in January and then in Lent we will begin Women of 
the New Testament. 

Seniors Coffee has been suspended until further notice. We will 
let you know when we start up again either in person or via 
ZOOM. 
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THE SINGLE CONNECTION… 
PLEASE NOTE: DUE TO THE RISE IN COVID NUMBERS WE 
WILL NOT BE MEETING IN PERSON BUT VIA ZOOM. AS 
SOON AS IT IS DEEMED SAFE TO DO SO WE WILL BEGIN 
IN PERSON GATHERINGS.  While not ideal I do not want to 
put this off again so I hope you will consider joining us via 
ZOOM. 
Welcome to “The Single Connection” – a fellowship and sup-
port group for all singles – widowed, divorced, single by choice, 
etc.- young and “older” – male and female. The Reverend Win-
na Martin will be your facilitator and host. We will meet once a 
month beginning on Tuesday, January 18th 2022 at 7 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m. via ZOOM the link is below. We will begin with 
evening prayer, followed by a “getting to know you” time. It is 
hoped this will be a time of shared stories, laughter and perhaps 
some tears as we support and journey together as “singles” in 
the Parish of Immanuel. As we form connections and start to 
feel comfortable with each other we can explore other events 
we might enjoy doing together: a game's night, going to a movie 
together, out for a meal together…etc.  If you are interested in 
being a part of The Single Connection please let me know at 
martinwinn@gmail.com or call me on my cell 306-536-4308. 
Looking forward to seeing and meeting some of the “singles” in 
the Parish of Immanuel.  Blessings my friends. Winna+ 

Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86273763786?
pwd=Vmp5bmxvcDIxbGpob0xTMjZhRG1Bdz09 

Meeting ID: 862 7376 3786 
Passcode: 606237 

Please note that there is a Prayer Binder in the Sanctuary 
by the Advent Wreath. Please add your names for those 
you wish prayed for and the person doing the interces-
sions will pray for them each Sunday. If you wish one of 
our Clergy to pray with or for you during this Advent sea-
son please let us know. 

For our new Bishop-elect, Archdeacon Helen Kennedy; for 
Dean Mike our Diocesan Administrator. For our parish of 
Immanuel - for our wardens Mae Boa and Richard Simpson 
and our new Vestry.  We pray for our partners at Living 
Spirit Centre: Pastor Stewart Miller (Bread of Life), Rev. 
Russell Mitchell Walker (Eastside United), Vicar Patti Sherk 
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(Bread of Life) and the administrative assistants: Cheryl 
Conly (Bread of Life) and Becca Dziaduck (Eastside United). 

As I write this we are entering the Twelfth Night of Christ-
mas, tomorrow is Epiphany.  I thought the following might 
be of interest. 

Twelfth Night is a holiday January 6 marked by some branches 
of Christianity, marking the 12th and final night of the Christmas 
season, namely the night of twelfth day or January 6, the 
Epiphany celebration to commemorate the adoration of the 
Magi. (Sir James George Frazer, The Golden Bough, 1922: 
"The last of the mystic twelve days is Epiphany or Twelfth 
Night ...") 

In Tudor England, the Twelfth Night marked the end of a winter 
festival that started on All Hallows Eve--which some now cele-
brate as Halloween. A King or Lord of Misrule would be ap-
pointed to run the Christmas festivities, and the Twelfth Night 
was the end of his period of rule. The common theme was that 
the normal order of things was reversed. This Lord of Misrule 
tradition can be traced back to pre-Christian European festivals 
such as the Celtic festival of Samhain and the Ancient Roman 
festival of Saturnalia. 
After Twelfth Night the Carnival season starts, which lasts 
through Mardi Gras. In some places such as New Orleans, Lou-
isiana, the night of January 6 with the first Carnival celebrations 
is called Twelfth Night. 
In some places, Twelfth Night celebrations include food tradi-
tions such as the king cake or tortell. 
Shakespeare's play Twelfth Night, or What You Will was written 
to be performed as a Twelfth Night entertainment and first per-
formed at Middle Temple Hall, London during the Twelfth Night 
celebrations of 1602 at the culmination of the celebrations, 
which was then at Candlemas, February 2. 
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The Members of the Ministerial and Their Primary Areas of 
Responsibiity… 

Father Michael Bruce (Fellowship, Prayer and Contemplation, 
Digital Ministries - Team Leader of the Ministerial and Regional 
Dean) 
fr.MBruce@gmail.com 
306-591-1124   DAYS OFF: SATURDAY AND MONDAY 

Rev. Winna Martin  (Seniors Ministry, Singles (Divorced, Wid-
owed, Singles of all ages), Pastoral Care, Christian Education, 
Mission                                                         
martinwinna@gmail.com 
306-536-4308 (cell) or 306-525-1575 (landline)                    
   DAYS OFF: SATURDAY AND MONDAY 

Canon Susan Page, Deacon (Pastoral Care, Ecumenism) 
306-537-3946 (cell) spage@sasktel.net 

Rev. Alexander (Alex) Campbell (Indigenous Ministry, Truth and 
Reconciliation *Calls to Action)  alex.campbell@hotmail.com 

Pastor Zsofi Schmiedge (Children and Youth, Digital Ministry, 
Stewardship) 

Pastor Zsofi and Rev. Winna Christmas Eve, 2019. Seems 
a life time ago when Christmas Eve was celebrated with 
hugs and handshakes, no masks and joyful uninhibited 
singing. Pastor Zsofi in keeping with the unfolding story 
was a sheep and I was an angel. It was such a fun time 
and we will get there again… 

Remember…God is With Us…we are Immanuel!
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I hope you are enjoying Around 
the Cross. As editor I am always 
delighted to receive your articles, 
information, pictures, etc. - any-
thing you would like to share. I do 
however reserve the right to 
“edit” as appropriate or to not 
publish anything that I deem in-
appropriate. Remember this is 
YOUR Epistle so please send me 
whatever you think our readers 
may enjoy - we would love to 
hear from you!  

God’s richest blessings....Winna+
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